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IS IT DRAFT-Y
IN SJSU?

CUE THE
MUSIC!

The Spartans may
have as many as three
draft picks in this
year’s NFL draft, the
most since 1983,
including a potential
first-round choice.

SJSU alumnus Steve
Lopez details his
journey with a gifted,
mentally ill man.
Director Joe Wright
shares how he adapted Lopez’s book, “The
Soloist.”
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GM to shut many US
plants up to 9 weeks
DETROIT — General Motors
Corp. is planning to
temporarily close most of its
U.S. factories for up to nine
weeks this summer because
of slumping sales and growing
inventories of unsold vehicles,
three people briefed on the
plan said Wednesday.
FDA to OK Plan B
for 17-year-olds
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COMMUNITY

Crowds talk dirty to council about porn filters
City passes on software
until other programs
are fully funded
BRETT GIFFORD
Staff Writer

People packed into the San
Jose City Council chambers on
Tuesday night as supporters and
opponents of installing pornography-blocking Internet filters in

the city’s public libraries pleaded
their cases.
At the end of a three-hour discourse over the issue, which has
been debated for a year-and-ahalf, the council voted 7-3 in favor
of a proposal put forth by Vice
Mayor Judy Chirco, Councilman
Ash Kalra and Councilman Sam
Liccardo that would remind Internet users of library policies and
rules of conduct.
Tuesday’s vote effectively pre-

vents the installation of software
that would prevent access to pornography or lewd materials on
library computers until the San
Jose Police Department’s Sexual
Assault Investigation and Internet
Crimes Against Children units
are fully funded, library hours at
each branch returned to 54 hours
per week, and the crossing guard
program is fully funded citywide.
The City Council will reassess
the issue of Internet filters after

those requirements are met.
Internet filtering on public library computers was first debated by the San Jose City Council
in 1997, and was reintroduced
in October 2007 by Mayor
Chuck Reed and Councilman
Pete Constant.
“I doubt this is the final, final
word,” said Jane Light, director of
King Library. “I was here in 1997.
I always figured if I stayed here
long enough, it would probably

come back again because these
are very emotional issues.”
Among those who gave statements to the council, the issue
was primarily an argument of
freedom of speech versus protection of children.
Opponents of the proposed
Internet-filtering program gave
examples and statistics that the

See PORN, page 3

WASHINGTON — A
government health official
says the Food and Drug
Administration will allow
17-year-olds to get the
‘morning-after’ birth control
pill without a doctor’s
prescription.
An official said the agency
will announce Wednesday
it’s complying with a federal
judge’s order.
— Associated Press

INTERNATIONAL
Taliban advances near
Pakistani capital
ISLAMABAD, Islamabad
Capital Territory Pakistan
— Taliban militants have
extended their grip in
northwestern Pakistan,
pushing out from a valley
where the government has
agreed to impose Islamic
law and patrolling villages as
close as 60 miles from the
capital. Police and officials
appear to have fled as armed
militants also broadcast radio
sermons and spread fear in
Buner district, just 60 miles
from Islamabad, officials and
witnesses said Wednesday.
Zuma’s dilemma:
2 wives, 1 first lady
KWANXAMALALA, South
Africa — There’s little question
who will lead South Africa
after Wednesday’s national
election. The real mystery lies
in who will be the country’s
first lady.
As Jacob Zuma, the man
preordained to be the
country’s next president, voted
in his rural Zulu homeland
Wednesday, one of his two
current wives stood to the side
watching patiently as he was
mobbed by cheering crowds
and reporters.
— Associated Press

GO PLANET!

SAMANTHA HORN / Spartan Daily
Senior Daniel Lopretta as Captain Planet battles his nemesis Plastic Bag Man played by senior Dylan Crutchfield in honor of Earth Day
on Wednesday. Both students are environmental studies majors trying to spread awareness about the important of keeping the Earth clean.

Ringing in celebration
of Earth with booths,
Captain Planet
MINH PHAM
Staff Writer

It was another hot day as the
sun shined brightly upon the dozens of vendors and organizations
that came out for Earth Day.
About 50 groups lined the
sides of Paseo de Cesar Chavez
to present products and ideas
geared toward living a sustainable
lifestyle, the theme of this year’s
Earth Day.
“The way the world is today
with people being ignorant about
wastefulness and fossil fuel emissions, it’s good SJSU has a day that
takes a step in the right direction,”
said Michael Espero, a junior

global studies major.
Students were treated to free
energy drinks from Adina and
water bottles from the environmental club.
“I think I heard them say they
gave away about 500 bottles,”
said Jenny Duu, a freshman business major. “I’m glad I got one of
them!”
Environmental
superhero
Captain Planet, in his trademark
red shorts, green hair and blue
skin, came out to support the
event, and battle against his nemesis, Plastic Bag Man.
“I dressed up because one,
the original guy chickened out,
and two, I feel I have the right
personality to inspire others to
become more environmentally
conscious,” said Daniel Lopretta,

See EARTH, page 8
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CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
Nancy Alvarez performs an Aztec dance as part of a performance
put on by the Tezkatlipoka Aztec Dance and Drum crew, who performed for SJSU’s Earth Day
festivities. Alvarez’s Aztec name is “Xochinecuthli” which means “nectar of the flower.”
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Reflect on SJSU’s Earth
Day festivities in a
slideshow presentation
by Daily staff
photographers

Spartan cornerbacks
Coye Francies and Chris
Owens talk about the
anticipation of being
drafted into the NFL this
Saturday.

Check out a first-round
NFL mock draft by Sports
Editor Ryan Buchan.

Sports Blog:
www.spartandailysports.wordpress.com
Photo Blog:
www.spartandailyphoto.wordpress.com
News Blog:
www.spartandailynews.wordpress.com
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Today

A Night for Dwight
Celebrating Dwight Bentel’s 100th
birthday. $20-$30. Proceeds
benefit the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications.
5 to 7 p.m. at the brick patio of
Dwight Bentel Hall.

24

Tomorrow
Tomo

47th Annual Honors
Convocation
6:00 p.m. in the Event Center

25

Saturday
Satur

Philosophy
Conference
An all-day event featuring
discussions about comparative
philosophy.
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the
Cultural Heritage Meeting Room,
fifth floor of the King Library.
Contact Bo Mou at 924-4513 or
bo.mou@sjsu.edu

Spartan Triathlon
Everyone is invited to participate
in the Spartan Triathlon. Proceeds
benefit the Triathlon Club at
San Jose State University. $10
students/ $15 faculty and staff/
$25 community members.
8:30 a.m. in the Aquatic Center.

27 Monday
Film Screening
“The Cry Unheard” and “My
Assyrian Nation on the Edge.”
Presented by the Assyrian Student
Association.
6:30 p.m. in Dudley Moorhead
Hall, Room 150.
For more information, contact
asa.sjsu@gmail.com

Gamma Zeta Alpha
Fraternity
Celebrating 20 years at SJSU.
All day at Gallos de Villa.
For more information, contact
Juan Preciado at (831) 578-4769

LGBTQQI
Discussion Group
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT
Resource Center.
For more information, call 9246158 or 924-5910.

Wedensday
29 Wedens
Letter Writing
Campaign
Join A.S. Lobby Corps in a letter
writing campaign to help fight
cuts to the CSU. All supplies are
provided.
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the second
floor conference room of Building
BB.

EOP Honors
Ceremony
A celebration of the 2009 EOP
graduating seniors and honor
students.
6 to 8:30 p.m. in King Library,
Room 229.

Radio Debates
Topics range from CSU sustainability, zero population growth,
legalization of marijuana and gay
marriage. 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
on 90.5 KSJS.

Sparta Guide is provided free of
charge to students, faculty and
staff members. The deadline for
entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require
editing of submission. Entries are
printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Event on Saturday in
second year of existence
ANDREA MUNIZ
Staff Writer

The Aquatic Center will be
busy with more than just swimmers this Saturday, for the second
Spartan Triathlon event.
More than 100 students, faculty and community athletes are
expected to participate in the
event, which includes swimming,
stationary biking and running.
Marshall Moore, a senior civil
engineering major who won the
event last year, said that he participates because he likes to involve
himself in physical activities to
keep in shape.

“I come from out of the area
and most of the recreational activities that I participate in I can’t do
around here, which include white
water kayaking, hiking and backpacking,” Moore said.
Moore also said he is not sure
if he will win for a second year in
a row.
“It depends a lot on who
shows up, because there are a lot
of great athletes out there,” he
said. “I’m just hoping to do better than I did last time.”
Dana Moore, assistant intramural sports and outreach coordinator, helped put the event together with kinesiology Professor
Jay Johnson, Associated Students,
the SJSU Triathlon Club and the
department of kinesiology.
“Jay came to us and asked if

we would help put it on and we
thought it was a wonderful idea,”
Moore said. “First, it kind of
started off as an event for his sport
management students, and then
we made it for the entire campus
because it was such a good idea.”
She said that athletes of all
fitness levels are encouraged to
register, regardless of their experience in triathlons.
“They don’t have to be training
for six months like other triathlons because this one is a timed
event,” she said. “All fitness levels
can participate.”
The competitors will be given
15 minutes to swim, 15 minutes
to ride stationary bikes and 15
minutes to run on a 400-yard
track set up in between the Event
Center and the Aquatic Center,

Johnson said.
Competitors will be given a
five-minute rest period between
events.
Because the events are timed,
the main goal is not how fast you
are going but the distance you are
covering, Johnson added.
Johnson said the idea for the
event stemmed from his own passions of human movement and
his experience in triathlons.
“I wanted to set up an event
that could introduce people, in a
safe and easily accessible way, to
the sport of triathlon,” Johnson
said. “I wanted to set up an event
that was also sustainable so it was
a green event, limiting the environmental impact.”
Johnson added that he was trying to start an event that was set

up around the idea of decreasing
SJSU’s carbon footprint.
The triathlon will use chalk for
directions, biodegradable cups for
beverages, and won’t use anything
that isn’t recyclable, Johnson said.
Aside from providing fitness
and promoting sustainability,
participants of the triathlon are
encouraged to bring canned food,
clothing and shoes to be donated
to InnVision and Life Builders
Shelter charities.
Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. at
the Aquatic Center with the first
heat of swimming beginning at 9
a.m.
Fees for the event are $10 for
students, $15 for faculty members
and staff, and $25 for community
members. Proceeds will go to the
San Jose State Triathlon Club.

Students gather to remember those who died in the Holocaust
MINH PHAM
Staff Writer

While many students were
standing in line for free ice cream,
about 10 students gathered at 3
p.m. on the Seventh Street Lawn
in a candlelight vigil for those
who died in the Holocaust.
“I feel lucky that there is
something happening today,”
said Melodie Braka, a senior
English major. “I’m just happy to
be able to give my small presence
to this event.”
April 21, the national Holocaust Remembrance Day, honors
the nearly 6 million Jews and 5
million non-Jews who were murdered during World War II, according to the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee’s
Web site.
The candlelight vigil was held
by SJSU’s Jewish Student Union
and Hillel of Silicon Valley, an organization that supports Jewish
students, according to its Web site.
Miniature flags were placed
on the lawn Sunday night to represent the number of people of
different ethnicities and lifestyles
who died under Nazi rule.
Each flag represented 8,000
people, with a majority of them
yellow for the Jews. Purple flags
represented the 400,000 Romas
(gypsies), while the gray represented the 70,000 disabled and
the red flags represented the
15,000 homosexuals who died.
“The flags were really striking.”
said Jeremy White, a freshman biology major who was walking by.
“I didn’t know that so many other
groups of people died during the
Holocaust.”
The vigil followed the national
theme of “Children in the Holocaust,” and honored the 1.5 million children who died. The group

read two poems, one of them
titled “Unto Each Person There
Is A Name,” by the poet Zelda.
Names were also read aloud and
tea candles were lit.
“When we have a memorial
day, we light a candle,” said Rachel Schultz, a senior psychology
major. “We also do it for the anniversary of someone’s death, in
the Jewish tradition of the yatzreit
candles.”
The afternoon’s event was
followed by a larger ceremony
at 6 p.m., also held by the same
groups.
Holocaust survivor Isaac
Goldstein told his stories of all his
near-death experiences, said Benji
Berlow, Hillel’s program director.
“He was so fluent, coherent and clear, which is rare for
survivors because of the traumatic events that they’ve been
through,” Berlow said.
Goldstein, the only person in
his family to survive the Holocaust, spoke about living through
a death march, only because a
friend gave him a pair of shoes at
the last minute.
Goldstein also spoke about
his sister, who was denied access
into then-British-ruled Palestine
because of British white paper,
which limited the amount of Jews
who could enter the country.
“It was the British who killed
my sister, not the Germans,”
Goldstein said.
In the Q-and-A session, a student asked if there were no white
paper policy, would the Holocaust
have been prevented. Goldstein
said that, although it would have
dramatically decreased the number of Jewish deaths, it wouldn’t
have prevented it, and that Israel
has always tried to help the Jewish
community.
“The night was very special,”
Berlow said.

MySpace co-founder to step down
Associated Press

MySpace co-founder Chris
DeWolfe will step down soon as
the social networking site’s chief
executive, amid the site’s stalled
user growth and the rapid rise of
rival Facebook.
MySpace owner News Corp.
said Wednesday the decision was
made by mutual agreement with
former AOL Chief Executive
Jonathan Miller, who was appointed News Corp.’s chief digital officer April 1.
DeWolfe, 43, helped launch
the site in January 2004. He will
remain on the board of MySpace
China and be a strategic adviser
to the company.
Co-founder Tom Anderson,
33, who is every account holder’s
first friend and acts as its glitch
fixer and president, is also in talks
about taking a new role. Anderson is being considered for a creative product role that will take
him away from his day-to-day responsibilities, said a person with
knowledge of the situation.

The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the
discussion was confidential.
“Chris and Tom are true pioneers,” Miller said in a statement.
“Thanks largely to their vision,
MySpace has become a vibrant creative community with 130 million
passionate followers worldwide.”
He said a new management
structure will be announced
soon.
Wednesday’s announcement
was apparently rushed out after
rumors began circulating online.
Facebook lapped MySpace a
year ago in overall users worldwide, and now has 200 million to
MySpace’s 130 million.
MySpace is still the largest social network in the United States,
but membership appears to have
stagnated. It had 70 million users
in March, down 4 percent from
a year ago, according to tracking
firm comScore Inc., despite the
launch of the MySpace Music
service in September.
Meanwhile, Facebook’s users in the U.S. rose 72 percent in
March to 61 million.

Sharona Rozario, a worker for the city of San Jose, participates during SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
a candlelight vigil for Holocaust victims near the Event Center on Tuesday afternoon. The candles were lit while one of the speakers read the names of children killed during the Holocaust.
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CAMPUSVOICES:

“How do you feel about Internet filters in the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library?” Feature and photos by DANIELLE TORRALBA
Senior Staff Writer

OMAR GARIAI

JESSICA BAROCIO

RYAN TEKERLEK

“I don’t think they should filter the Internet access
because people should be able to use the
Internet for any purposes they need. I know some
people are bound to abuse that, it’s a slippery
slope when you start filtering certain things,
where does it end? They might start off on some
questionable sites and spiral on to other sites.”

“I think it’s a good idea and some people
shouldn’t be looking at that in the library when
children are around, so I think it’s a good idea.
But then there might be some people in the
library who are researching pornography, so that
could be contradictory, but ultimately I think it is
a good idea.”

“Well I think filtering is a good if they are just
going to keep porn out because porn should be
filtered out in a public place because there a lot
of young kids there. To see porn, you have to be
over 18 and there are a lot of people in there
who are under 18.”

ERIC TSE

NAKINZI KALEMERA

senior, psychology

CRYSTAL SILVA
senior, psychology

“I don’t see a problem with it being filtered
because I’ve actually seen people at school
looking at porn and it was very inappropriate.
The library is a place to learn and a place to do
research.”

senior, psychology and child development

freshman, mechanical engineering

“Porn should be filtered because it’s something
you should just do on your own time.”

PORN 2 arrests at King Library in past year for lewd behavior
Continued from page 1
software would not be able to
block lewd material efficiently, it
would block material needed for
legitimate research purposes and
that the problem was blown out
of proportion.
“We worked a long time to
help people understand that the
documentation did not support
the argument that there was a
problem. (And) that filters are
not effective for the purpose,” said

Lisa Jensen, San Jose city planner
and co-creator of Books Not Filters, a group dedicated to preventing library censorship.
Light said there were two arrests in King Library last fiscal
year for lewd behavior at the computers.
“There are two-and-a-half
million visitors in and out of
this building in a year, so actually we’re a pretty low crime rate,”
Light said.
On the other side of the coin,
supporters of the proposed filtering software gave first and second-

hand accounts of lewd conduct by
library computer users and voiced
their concerns about children being exposed to indecent materials
or lewd acts.
“They shouldn’t be able to
have that type of access,” said
Anna Cresap, a senior social work
major and mother of a teenaged
son, as she entered King Library
on Wednesday. “I preferably
wouldn’t want my money to be
spent on him browsing through
the Internet and looking onto
pornography.”
For some, like library patron

Caucus grades president’s first 100 days
MICHAEL LE ROY
Staff Writer

As the end of spring semester
approaches, students and SJSU’s
Democratic Caucus gave a report card for President Barack
Obama’s first semester in office
on Wednesday at the Student
Union.
Peter Allen, a political consultant involved with the Obama
campaign during the presidential
primary, and Yacanex Posadas,
a sophomore finance major, led
the discussion.
Obama was graded on a range
of issues, from the war in Iraq, to
health care and education. More
than 15 students were present to
give the president a grade.
Top marks were given by the
panel for Obama’s cabinet. Allen
gave Obama an A- for his cabinet
and Posadas a B+.
“I think the change comes
from the president, I mean the
first in charge will dictate what the
cabinet will be doing,” Allen said.
“The president dictates what their
duties are; their responsibility is
to serve the president.”
The grades given by students

varied for Obama’s cabinet picks,
ranging from an A to an F. Posadas said that Obama is doing a
good job in Iraq and gave him an
A grade.
“It’s about time we have actually have a timetable,” he said.
Fernando Marquez, a political
science major, said that Obama
could do a better job in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
“Certain things were out of
his control, obviously,” Marquez
said. “He did inherit both of
these wars, that was something
he knew from the moment he
got inaugurated. I think with
the surge in Afghanistan — I
am not sure of that 50 percent
surge (will) necessary work out
the way he anticipates. There has
been signs that al-Qaida and the
Taliban are around Pakistan actually.”
Marquez said he would still
give President Obama a grade of
a B despite disagreeing with his
policy on Iraq and Afghanistan.
Both Allen and Posadas were
Obama supporters.
“It was a little one-sided
considering they were both for
Obama,” said Mark Young, a junior civil engineering major. “On

the other side, well it wasn’t a
frothing from the mouth sort of
thing, they gave thoughtful questions.”
Young also said that other
viewpoints on the panel would
have been nice. His final assessment of Obama as president so
far was a C-.
A question was asked about
Obama’s future job approval
numbers. RasmussenReports.
com, a Web site that collects
public opinion polls, currently
states that 54 percent of Americans approve of the president’s
performance.
“Honestly it’s up to him,” said
Allen when asked what he thinks
the future approval ratings will
be for Obama.
“I think the popularity he has
now, he should push it to eventually get stuff done in education
and health care,” said Omar Torres, a senior political science major. “I know past presidents have
always talked about health care
and education, but never done
anything about it,” he said.
The SJSU Democratic Caucus
intends on sending the report
card to the White House. The
group gave Obama a B- overall.

Gene Bradley, the issue of protection and censorship is not a cleancut case.
“I don’t think freedom of
speech applies to porn in the library, considering that it’s based
on taxpayer money,” Bradley said.
“I’d want to know what specifically the Internet filter would filter
out. If there’s information that is
not pornographic that it filters out
then maybe not. I tend to go with
it, but it’s not real hard stance.”

freshman, computer engineering

senior, health science

“Yes, I think it should be filtered because it’s an
educational place.”
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SJSU DT Gilbert could sneak into first round of NFL draft
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MATTHEW KIMEL

Sports Editor

Dick Tomey called the
6-foot-5, 290-pound defensive
tackle an “imposing physical
specimen.”
You might have seen him terrorizing quarterbacks in the opposing team’s backfield at Spartan Stadium.
You also might have seen
him on YouTube, jumping out
of the shallow end of a swimming pool and landing clear of
water onto concrete.
Or maybe, you saw him featured on ESPN.

One thing’s for sure, though,
soon you’re going to see him in
the NFL.
Jarron Gilbert led the Spartans, and the nation last year,
in tackles for loss (22), and his
team-high 9.5 sacks was the
17th-most of all Football Bowl
Subdivision players.
The SJSU all-time leader in
tackles for loss was also named
the Western Athletic Conference co-Defensive Player of the
Year in 2008.
Coach Tomey said he believes there is a possibility SJSU
could have more players chosen
in the first four or five rounds of
the 2009 NFL Draft this weekend than ever before.
“I think there’s a very good
chance we are going to have at least
three guys drafted,” he added.
As far back as 1940, no three
Spartans have ever been drafted
to the NFL or American Football League in the first four or

five rounds in the same year.
And without speculating on
which other two players Tomey
was referring to, Jarron had to be
one of them.
Although the likelihood is
not great, Gilbert could be a
first-round pick. No Spartan,
however, has been drafted in
the opening round since the
San Diego Chargers selected
cornerback Gill Byrd in 1983.
Coincidentally, the ’83 draft
was also the last time at least
three Spartans were drafted in
the same year.
No matter what round he
goes in, though, Gilbert will be
missed at SJSU.
After a team practice in
March, Tomey said to replace a
guy like Gilbert “is very difficult
because he is such an imposing
physical specimen.”
And who knows, if he goes in
the second round, he could end
up staying in the Bay.

SJSU’s Jarron Gilbert (left) broke the school record for tackles
JOE PROUDMAN / Spartan Daily Archives
for a loss while playing for the Spartans. The defensive tackle led the nation in tackles for loss
last year. This weekend, Gilbert could be drafted by an NFL team.

FOOTBALL

Analysts speculate big weekend for Spartans
RYAN BUCHAN
Sports Editor

This weekend, four Spartan football players could get
a phone call that will move
them to the NFL during this
year’s draft.
“I am full of excitement,”
said SJSU cornerback Christopher Owens. “I am doing something I want to do and love.”
Head coach Dick Tomey
said draft day is unpredictable.
“You never know what (NFL
scouts) are thinking,” said SJSU
head coach Dick Tomey, after
the team’s pro day in March.
“They could be thinking somebody is going to be drafted
and they are going to play
and they won’t get drafted at
all. They think they are going to get drafted high and for
some reason, that does not happen. So, it’s just a very competitive thing.”
The Spartans have not had
four of more players drafted
since 1983, when five players
went to the NFL. That year,
there were 12 rounds; the current draft has seven. The last
time four SJSU players were
selected within the first seven
rounds was in 1962.
“This could be the biggest draft class in while,” Owens said. “It is an honor to

be mentioned with this type
of praise.”
Defensive lineman Jarron
Gilbert is predicted by multiple
sources, such as NFL.com and
ESPN.com, to be the first Spartan picked in the draft.
Pete Prisco of CBS Sports
predicts Gilbert to go to the
Tennessee Titans as the 30th
pick in the draft. The last time
an SJSU player was selected
in the first round was in 1983,
when Gill Byrd was drafted
with the 22nd pick by the San
Diego Chargers.
Gilbert led the nation in
tackles-for-loss in 2008, with
22, and was named Western
Athletic Conference co-Defensive Player of the Year.
“As a defensive back, he
makes it easier for me,” Owens said. “Playing with him has
been phenomenal.”
Gilbert originally played defensive end before making the
full-time transition to defensive
tackle last season.
NFL.com’s draft tracker has
Gilbert listed as a defensive end.
Gilbert is the son of former
New Orleans Saints offensive
tackle Daren Gilbert.
Other Spartans who are predicted by scouting analysts to
hear their names called over
the weekend are cornerbacks
Owens, Francies and wide receiver David Richmond.

Francies is ranked the 10th
best cornerback in the draft by
Scout.com, a Web site that evaluates and ranks college athletes.
“Everything has been excellent,” Francies said. “Living
a dream — just trying to take
advantage every opportunity
I have.”
In 2008, Francies had three interceptions and 45 solo tackles.
Francies, a Sacramento native, came to SJSU as a transfer
student after attending Oregon
State. An off-the-field issue
and the desire to be closer to
his family caused him to leave
the Beavers and relocate to the
South Bay.
Francies said if he could
choose an NFL team it would
be the Raiders, so he could be
close to home. If a distant team
drafts him, he said he would
bring his family with him.
Owens, who could be the
third Spartan corner drafted in
three years, spent his entire college career at SJSU and in four
years, he had a total of 13 interceptions and had six in 2007.
Owens said that he has been
getting advice from former
SJSU and current New York Jets
cornerback Dwight Lowery.
Owens is expected to be
drafted on the second day and
is ranked as the No. 16 cornerback in the draft by Scout.com.
Owens said he would be

COMMENTARY

Starless draft won’t breeze by
MARK POWELL

Special to the Daily

I’ve always wanted to be the
commissioner of the NFL.
Not because of the responsibility or the notoriety, and not
because of the new wardrobe
and personal stylist that — I assume — come with the gig.
Nope, since I was about 10
years old, I’ve wanted to be commissioner so every April, I could
stand behind a podium, skim over
an index card and unexcitedly say,
“With the first pick in the draft,
the (usually Detroit Lions or Cincinnati Bengals) select …”
Seriously, how cool is that —
to stand there, without presenting a hint of passion or suspense,
as you announce the plausible
resurrection or possible selfdestruction of a multimillion
dollar sports franchise?
There is something blandly
elegant about it.
As 21-year-old men sweat rivers through the first tailored suits
they have ever owned, the commissioner coolly informs them of
their immediate destinies: what
team they will play for and what

city they will call home. Barring
any John Elway or Eli Manninglike issues, that is. After all the hype
and speculation, it comes down to
“So-and-so selects so-and-so …”
Truth really is beauty. And
the beauty of the draft is that its
success is never dependent on
the players who participate in
it. The event is greater than the
sum of its parts.
That’s especially evident
this year. No offense to Matthew
Stafford, Michael Crabtree or
Mark Sanchez, among other highly projected picks, but the 2009
draft lacks those several “it” players
that have popped up in years past.
Those players whose attraction toward teams is based not on need,
but want.
There’s Stafford and Sanchez,
but there’s no Manning — Eli
or Peyton. In fact, the Big Three
of college quarterbacks — 2008
Heisman winner Sam Bradford,
Colt McCoy and 2007 Heisman
winner Tim Tebow — all forwent this year’s draft and stayed
in school. Good for them, not so
good for this year’s draft.
Seeing Stafford smash plates
with footballs on Late Night with
Jimmy Fallon was entertaining,

but I can’t help thinking we all collectively settled on Stafford as the
most important player in the upcoming draft.
And yet, I can’t wait to watch.
We have Knowshon Moreno and
Chris “Beanie” Wells in 2009, but
where are the Adrian Petersons or
the Ricky Williamses?
Wake Forest linebacker Aaron
Curry had been called this year’s
“can’t-miss” selection by some, but
he just doesn’t feel exciting. LaVar
Arrington was another “can’t-miss”
linebacker, but accompanying him
were highlights of massive hits and
clips of him leapfrogging offensive
linemen to make tackles.
Yup, this year’s draft is more a
kick-start Datsun than a sexy Camaro. And yet, I still can’t wait to
watch. And I won’t be alone.
We’ll watch, and see NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell as
he stands behind a podium and
skims over an index card containing the overall No. 1 pick. We will
look at his face in those brief moments before he articulates those
immortal words and wonder if
he just might slip up — if he just
might crack a little smile to hold
back a laugh before announcing
another Detroit Lions selection.

happy to be picked by any
NFL team.
The only offensive player expected to be drafted this weekend for SJSU is Richmond, who
led the Spartans with 72 receptions for 832 yards and hauled
in seven touchdowns.
Richmond did not play football in high school and has only
been playing the sport since
2005, when he played for Santa
Ana College.
Since 2004, the Spartans
have had four players selected
on draft day, and cornerback
Lowery was the only Spartan
to be drafted last year, as he was
picked in the fourth-round by
the New York Jets.

SJSU’s Coye Francies (left) and MARK POWELL / Spartan Daily Archives
Christopher Owens (right) could be selected to play professional football after this weekend’s NFL draft.

Go to theSpartanDaily.com
for additional NFL draft coverage.
Listen to a podcast featuring Coye Francies.
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RIVALRY SERIES

Spartans down play significance of series against Fresno State
RYAN BUCHAN

Sports Editor

Ten months ago, Fresno State
won the College World Series in
Nebraska. Friday, they are coming to San Jose trying to bounce
back from a 2-6 start to conference play. Six players on the Bulldogs championship team were
drafted by MLB teams.
The Spartans (26-12, 5-3
WAC) enter the Fresno series
having lost three of their last six
games, two of those against opponents with a losing record.
Spartan head coach Sam Piraro said that the rivalry does
not matter.
“To me, it’s another weekend
in league to be honest with you,”
Piraro said. “We don’t get any extra
points if we beat them, we get the
same. … Every league series is important, and that is the way it is. Do
you think we are going to prepare
ourselves any differently against
them than somebody else? Of
course not. If we get extra points
for beating them, like a win and a
half, then I’m going bananas.”
Shortstop Kyle Bellows said
the rivalry makes the game a little bit bigger.
“Makes us feel like we are in
the playoffs, in the post season,”
he said. “Every inning, every out,
every pitch is big, so hopefully

“We don’t get any extra points if we beat
them. ... If we get extra points for beating
them, like a win and a half, then I’m going
bananas.”

SAM PIRARO
Spartan baseball head coach

our pitchers do their job and our
hitting and our defense do well.”
SJSU lost three of four games
last season to the Bulldogs.
“Them winning the national
title does not matter to us,” Bellows said. “But them winning
three out of four last year, that is
what matters and we want to get
back at them this year.”
The Bulldogs have defeated
the Spartans 144 times out of
212 contests. In nine attempts
during the last two years, the
Spartans have defeated Fresno
State once.
SJSU second baseman Jacob
Bruns, SJSU’s home run leader
this season, has never played
against the Bulldogs.
“I am really looking forward to
it,” Bruns said. “And if everybody
steps up and we play like we play
can, hopefully we take the series
from them. … I try not to treat
it any different, but in the back
in my mind ‘defending national
champs’ so I guess it is going to
be a little different.”

The Bulldogs are led offensively by Danny Muno and Tommy
Mendonca. Mendonca is second
in the conference in home runs
(16) while Muno is fifth overall
in doubles in the WAC. Last season, Mendonca was named the
College World Series Most Valuable Player.
The Spartans hold the conference’s best ERA , but have
given up 22 runs in their last
two games.
The Spartans are the secondbest team in the conference in
batting average, but were shut
out on Tuesday against San
Francisco University. SJSU, however, put up 14 runs the day after
against Fresno Pacific.
“Not only did we get shut out,
we were noncompetitive,” Piraro
said. “I think it is very important
we were able to bounce back and
put some points on the board
and get some big hits, get some
big innings. It would be very difficult going into that series coming off that type of offense.”

BASEBALL

Spartans, Sunbirds smack heads,
home runs in 26-run shootout
Left fielder Michael Drake tries to rob a home run from Fresno
CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
Pacific though it was out of his reach. After colliding with the fence, he remained in the game
to help the Spartans defeat Fresno Pacific on Wednesday at Blethen Field.

Sophomore infielder Craig Hertler faces some heat at second base SAMANTHA HORN / Spartan Daily
while trying to turn a double play against Fresno Pacific on Wednesday at Blethen Field.

RYAN BUCHAN
Sports Editor

After a 10-0 loss to the University of San Francisco on Tuesday,
the Spartan offense got hot in a
14-12 slugfest against the Fresno
Pacific Sunbirds.
The two teams combined for
43 hits and six home runs.
“Both teams put on a hitting
display,” said SJSU head coach Sam
Piraro. “I wasn’t surprised. I knew
they were a good offensive team
— outstanding offensive team.”
The Spartans offense was led
by the bats of shortstop Kyle Bellows and second baseman Jacob
Bruns, who, combined, had three
home runs.
Bellows had three hits, four
RBIs, three runs and a groundrule double.
“I just tried to hit the ball hard
today,” Bellows said. “And luckily, I did a couple times.”
Bruns ended the day with three
RBIs, two runs and three hits.
Eight of the Spartans’ first ten
batters got a hit and SJSU put up
five runs in the first two innings.
Leadoff hitter Craig Hertler
got a hit in his first at bat and
scored from second when designated hitter Anthony Bona
hit the ball to shallow left field

to give SJSU a 1-0 lead. Spartan
starter Jack Adams left the game
after two innings without giving
up a run.
Fresno Pacific scored in every
inning after the third.
Trailing by five, the Sunbirds
battled back by putting up two
runs in the top of the fourth.
Up to that inning, Fresno Pacific stranded three runners in
scoring position.
As the Sunbirds started
to get back in the game, the
Spartans hit two home runs in
the fourth. Bellows smacked a
three-run shot to center field,
while Jacob Bruns crushed a
pitch for a two-run homer two
batters later.
“First (at bat), I got a hit on an
elevated curveball — I missed,”
Bruns said. “So next time I saw it,
I capitalized on it and I drove it
out of the park.”
The Sunbirds would not lie
down though, and put up more
runs in the fifth. Dwight Nixon
hit an RBI triple early in the inning and then scored off a hit
from Case Rigby.
“Coach Piraro told us they
are a great hitting team,” Bellows
said, “and they did not disappoint us at all.”
Down by 10 runs in the sixth,
Fresno Pacific first baseman An-

thony Lowell hit a two-run home
run to left center field.
The Sunbirds offense continued to battle back, scoring
four runs in the seventh, two of
which came off a home run from
Andrew Douglas. On the home
run, SJSU left fielder Michael
Drake slammed into the fence
while trying to rob Douglas of
the home run.
“We are kind of used to that,”
Piraro said. “Mike plays his balls
out. He plays as hard as he can,
he doesn’t shy away. I thought he
had a legitimate chance to catch
the ball.”
Drake remained on the
ground for a while. He finished
the inning, but left later in the
game. Piraro said he got a concussion early in the season off a
similar play, so he will be checked
for concussion symptoms.
With a three-run lead, the
Spartans brought in right-hander Ryan Shopshire to close the
game. Shopshire, normally a
starter, got the job done, but gave
up a home run.
The Sunbirds came into the
game with a 29-14 record, but
play in the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
a college athletic association
similar to the NCAA, but with
less prestige.
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Left to right: Nathaniel Ayers,
Courtesy of LA Times
former Juilliard student, SJSU
alumnus Steve Lopez and director Joe Wright.
Below: Robert Downey, Jr. and Jamie Foxx in
“The Soloist,” which opens this Friday.

Courtesy of LA Times

Courtesy of All Movies Photo
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SJSU alumnus brings true story to a crescendo
ANDREA FRAINIER
Opinion Editor

Andrea Frainier interviewed
Steve Lopez on April 15 and participated in a college conference call with
Joe Wright on April 7.
When Steve Lopez first caught
sight of Nathaniel Ayers playing
a classical tune on a downtown
street corner, he thought he had
found the perfect human-interest
story for his next column. Lopez
had no way of knowing he was
about to embark on a journey with
a former Juilliard student whose
bright future was derailed by mental illness.
Pounding the pavement
Lopez, who attended SJSU
from 1973 to 1975, credits his stint
at the Spartan Daily for igniting his
passion for journalism.
“I got a great education at
San Jose State,” Lopez said, “and
I’ll never forget the influence of
my teachers and advisers on the
Spartan Daily.”
Initially, Lopez wanted to be
a sports writer, but after working
as a general assignment news
reporter for the Oakland Tribune,
Lopez said he fell in love with
news reporting. In 1982, he began
his career as a columnist. He eventually landed at the Los Angeles
Times, where he became famous
for a series of columns about a
street musician who lived on the
streets of Los Angeles’s Skid Row.
“On that particular day, I
saw this guy playing the violin
that was missing two strings,”
Lopez said. “He looked like he was
homeless, and the music sounded
pretty good.” That guy was Nathaniel Anthony Ayers, a homeless
schizophrenic who once was a
rising star at Juilliard.
Lopez soon learned about the
musician of Skid Row. How Ayers spends his days pushing “Little
Walt Disney Concert Hall” — a
shopping cart filled with soiled
clothing, a sleeping bag and sticks
used to scare away rats — from the
slab of cement he sleeps on in Skid
Row to a noisy tunnel where he
serenades passers-by.
New York state of mind
Ayers, now 58, was diagnosed
with paranoid schizophrenia at the
age of 21. Growing up in Cleveland, he discovered his passion for
music when he was introduced to

Courtesy of Aces Showbiz

the double bass, a bowed string instrument, in middle school.
It became apparent Ayers was a
natural musician. Whether it was
the double bass, cello, violin or
trumpet, he latched on to any instrument he touched.
“I was always in awe of how
well he can play,” said Jennifer
Ayers-Moore, Nathaniel’s younger
sister. “Once he started playing
music, he became extremely serious about that.”
Ayers attended Juilliard on a
scholarship as a double bassist,
but in 1972, his third year at the
university, hallucinations and paranoia set in. Ayers left school and
went home to Cleveland to live
with his mother.
“My mom did everything,” Ayers-Moore recalled. “She reached
out to every service, every hospital, every doctor. She tried to talk
to everybody she possibly could.”
Ayers-Moore said her mother
even resorted to shock treatment.
“I remember her sitting there
looking at him and the doctor,
being like, ‘OK, this is going to
be it. He’s going to come back
out the son I once had.’ But that
didn’t help. When he came out, it
seemed as though if his behavior
was worse,” Ayers-Moore said.
Ayers left Cleveland and traveled to Los Angeles in 2000 after
his mother died.
“It was very hard,” AyersMoore said. “The only thing I
could do was pray and believe he
was going to be OK. I have had
the same cell number since they
came out. I never changed it just
in case he would call.”
Striking a chord
Over the course of 2005,

Lopez wrote almost a dozen columns about Ayers, providing
glimpses into the mind of a paranoid schizophrenic.
Ayers spoke to Lopez unhinged, uttering whatever popped
into his mind. Juilliard. Yo-Yo
Ma. The Cleveland Browns.
Beethoven. Ayers always circled
back to Beethoven.
Lopez chronicled his efforts
to persuade Ayers to move off
the streets and into a supportive
housing community.
“I would ask myself when it
wasn’t going particularly well if it
was worth me sacrificing so much
time from my job and from my
family,” Lopez said.
But each time Lopez was
tempted to abandon his efforts,
Ayers seemed to make progress.
He began to trust Lopez more
and show gratitude for his help.
Ayers also inspired Lopez to reflect
on his own life.
“He got me thinking about my
career,” Lopez said. “He got me
thinking about the courage it took
for him to get through this. He
took me into a world I knew little
about.”
Lopez said he joked that Ayers
would have done better hooking
up with a journalist who possessed
a better understanding of classical
music. But Lopez had the insight
to know how much a VIP tour
of the Walt Disney Concert Hall
would mean to Ayers.
“I wanted to meet Nathaniel,” said Adam Crane, the Los
Angeles Philharmonic’s director
of public relations. “I didn’t know
if it would work out, but we
decided a rehearsal would be
the best situation for Nathaniel
to come into, because it would

Mental Illness Help Centers
When dealing with mentally ill homeless individuals who pass through SJSU’s campus, Los Angeles Times columnist and SJSU alumnus
Steve Lopez urges students to show them compassion.
“I wouldn’t encourage anybody to necessarily adopt someone,” Lopez said. “Everybody has this conflict of ‘OK, do I give them a dollar or do
I not?’ I think giving someone a dollar doesn’t help them. I think knowing where they can get more substantive help and passing it along
to them is more useful.”
And the answer isn’t necessarily a shelter, Lopez explained. He advocates supportive housing, a community-based treatment that is cost
effective and a proven way to help break the cycle of homelessness. Here is a list of organizations in the San Jose area that cater to
individuals with mental illness:
Alliance for Community Care
438 N. White Rd.
(408) 254-6828
Emergency Housing Consortium
2011 Little Orchard St.
(408) 294-2100
www.ehclifebuilders.org

Catholic Charities
2625 Zanker Rd. Suite 200
(408) 468-0100

Mental Health Advocacy Project
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley
111 W. Saint John St., Suite 315
(408) 294-9730
www.lawfoundation.org

InnVision Julian Street Inn Program
546 Julian St.
(408) 271-0820
www.innvision.org

be the first time he’d been in a concert hall for years.”
Crane said he was amazed
when Ayers immediately started
talking about music.
“He talked about conductors and clearly knew what he
was talking about,” Crane said.
“I jumped in the conversation
with him, asking him all these
questions. Steve was standing
there, smiling.”
A musician himself, Crane
offered his cello to Ayers.
“Nathaniel came into my office
and played my cello, and I turned
to Steve at that moment and said,
‘He really has it,’” Crane recalled.
“After all those years of not being in (a musical) environment
and just being on the streets, you
don’t know if he still has it, but he
had it.”
Lights, camera, action!
“I just thought it was an inspirational human-interest story,” Lopez said. “When I wrote the first
one, I had no idea that it would be
the beginning of a couple dozen

columns and it would lead to a
book and a movie.”
A year into his friendship with
Ayers, at the urging of his editor,
Lopez began to write “The Soloist,” a book explaining his emotional journey with Ayers and how
he helped Lopez rediscover his
passion for storytelling.
As Lopez started to pen his
book, DreamWorks Pictures
became interested in putting his
story on screen. The film, starring
Robert Downey, Jr. as Lopez and
Jamie Foxx as Ayers, makes a few
Hollywood embellishments — for
one, Lopez is a single father.
“It was a little bit difficult to get
used to at first — that I’m divorced
in the movie,” Lopez said. In actuality, Lopez is married and a father
of three children.
The essence of the movie,
though, is the friendship between
Ayers and Lopez and putting a
human face to mental illness.
“The movie is wonderful,
because it’s going to say a lot to
the public — something that I
have dreamed about saying for a
very long time,” Ayers-Moore said.
“Now it has a national audience
to say that mental illness may not
be what you think.”
Director Joe Wright (“Pride
and Prejudice,” “Atonement”)
said Ayers changed his view on
schizophrenics.
“He has made a quite extraordinary commitment to music and
has made music his life, and I find
that very inspiring,” he said.
Wright said both Lopez and Ayers were involved with the making
of the film. While Lopez worked
closely with screenwriter Susannah Grant (“Erin Brockovich”),
Ayers offered a different kind
of support.
“He was around while we were
filming a fair amount,” Wright said.

“He would often be on the edge of
set, playing music.”
Looking toward the future
Leading up to the premiere of
the film, Lopez has crisscrossed
the country sharing the inspirational journey he has taken with
Ayers.
“He’s somebody who had me
thinking about my role as a citizen
of the world,” Lopez said.
Last week, Lopez made the
trek to Capitol Hill to speak with
congressional aides about his
friendship with Ayers, mental
illness and supportive housing,
which he said is a proven program
that helps those who suffer from
mental health problems.
“I felt honored to be invited by
them to speak about my experience,” Lopez said. “All of this I owe
to Nathaniel.”
Also inspired by her experiences with her brother, Ayers-Moore
established the Nathaniel Anthony Ayers Foundation in 2008. The
organization focuses on helping
gifted individuals who suffer from
mental illness.
“In my mind and in my heart,
it’s been going ever since my
brother was sick,” she said. “I just
thought it would be very foolish to
let this opportunity pass by.”
Through programs designed
to keep the spotlight on mental health issues, the foundation hopes to encourage other
mentally ill artists to share their
gifts to the world.
“I know what music does for
my brother,” Ayers-Moore said.
“Now, when I see him play, it’s
more of an emotional thing for
me, because I know that when he’s
playing his instrument — he is in
his element. He’s where he wants
to be, and that’s where he has peace
away from mental illness.”
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Talk sheds light on Filipino contributions
ANDREA MUNIZ
Staff Writer

Pictures of singer Enrique
Iglesias and “Dancing with the
Stars” performer Cheryl Burke
flashed across a screen in the
Cultural Heritage Room of the
King Library on Tuesday evening.
Ron Muriera, administrator
of the Santa Clara Valley Chapter of the Filipino-American National Historical Society, made
a presentation to about 10 students, faculty and staff about the
contributions of Filipino- and
Filipina-Americans as part of
Asian Pacific Islander Heritage
Month.
One person in attendance,
alumna Noemi Teppang, said
she enjoys coming to cultural
workshops like this one.
“I like to be involved in the
community a lot,” she said. “I
just graduated, so I kind of keep
that as my education.”
Teppang added that Muriera
is a great speaker, and she enjoyed going to his presentation.
“It’s really good, what he’s doing with the college students, because a lot of this stuff,” she said,
“I probably know half of it, but
not all of it.”
Ellen Lin, one of the organizers of the event, and a member
of the Asian Pacific Islander
Caucus on campus, said she had
never heard Muriera speak about
Filipino-American history and
was hoping to learn more.
“There’s a significant population outside of the Silicon Valley
that he’s going to touch upon,”
she said. “I don’t know about
it, so I’m interested in hearing
more, and I know some FilipinoAmerican history not particular
to the (Silicon) Valley.”
Muriera said that his passion
for Filipino-American history
started in high school when he
Jessica Altura, a freshman public relations major (standing),
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
J.P. Limpin, a senior radio, television and film major (front), and Ron Buena, a junior business
management major (rear), rehearse for Akbayan’s Pilipino Cultural Night near Spartan Complex on Tuesday night.

Lecture focuses on finding missing
people using new DNA technology
ELIZABETH KANG
Staff Writer

With today’s advanced technology for DNA testing, O.J.
Simpson might be serving a life
sentence for murder.
According to DNA forensic
specialist Dr. John Tonkyn, DNA
testing has improved dramatically
in just a few years and what was
not long ago impossible is now
achievable.
“When I first started, the O.J.
Simpson trial was going on and
when we did DNA testing back
then, it was relatively primitive
compared to what we can do
now,” he said. “There’s been a lot
of technological change and a
huge growth in DNA testing.”
Tonkyn works in the California Missing Persons DNA Program at a crime lab in Richmond.
On Wednesday morning, he presented a lecture, “Identifying the
Missing Using DNA,” to a justice
studies class, at the invitation of
Professor Steven Lee.
“The use of DNA in solving
crimes has become so important
to the justice system,” Lee said.
“Having John come and speak
about the database program
and missing persons is generally
of interest to anyone in justice
studies, and particularly for my
class, which is titled ‘DNA &
Crime.’”
In his lecture, Tonkyn explained why DNA testing has
become more useful, due to
the passing of Proposition 69
in 2004. Passing by 62 percent,
Proposition 69 states that all
felons are required to give DNA
samples.

“California became an allfelon state,” Tonkyn said.
He said everyone, including
juveniles, who were convicted
or found guilty of any felony,
even nonviolent offenses such
as bank fraud, became required
to give a DNA sample.
“This is a pretty controversial
section of the law,” Tonkyn said.
“It comes down to, how do you
balance civil liberties with public safety?”
What’s even more controversial, he said, is a law California and only a handful of other
states have adopted.
“We are one of the few states
that take samples from people
who are just arrested − not convicted, so they may be innocent,” he said.
Tonkyn said that blood samples were originally taken from
felons, but cheek swabs are becoming an increasingly common way to extract DNA.
“It’s less invasive and it’s actually less expensive,” he said.
Because of new legislation
and technology, crime that may
have previously gone unsolved
is now being solved.
“Prior to Prop. 69, we received 343,000 samples since
1989 and those were from people who had been convicted of
violent crimes and sex crimes,”
he said. “Since then, we have
over 700,000 in the little over
four years.”
He said the number of crimes
solved is directly dependant on
the number of criminals in the
DNA database.
“The more samples, the more
matches we make,” he said. “If
you had everyone in the U.S. in

the database, you could potentially solve every crime.”
DNA testing is only used as a
last resort, if no other means of
identification is available, Tonkyn explained. However, the use
of identification through DNA
testing is limited — only viable if
blood, semen, saliva or some type
of bodily fluid is left, he added.
Junior criminal justice major Monica White said that she
found the lecture useful.
“We have been learning about
(DNA testing) in class and the
missing persons database, so to
actually come in and hear somebody that actually works in the
program tell us about it makes it
more easy to understand, rather
than just reading about it in a
book and not really grasping
what it means,” she said.

Ron Muriera, administrator of the MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
Santa Clara Valley Chapter of the Filipino-American National Historical Society.
realized that nothing was covered in the books he was reading
about it. When Muriera went to
college, he learned that FilipinoAmericans had significant history contributing to the U.S.
Some of those contributions
included fighting in World War
II against the Japanese, immigration to fill U.S. labor shortages in
certain fields and Larry Itliong
forming the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee.
Muriera participated in his
first form of activism when he
was a 17-year-old freshman at
San Francisco State.
He said that he was one of
3,000 people who formed a human chain surrounding the International Hotel to prevent the
forced eviction of the Filipino
elderly in 1977.
“Every time I watch the film
‘Fall of the I-Hotel,’ I start to
get really emotional,” Muriera
said. “Just because it brings back
the feelings of being there that
evening.”
The hotel, which was located in historic Manilatown in
San Francisco, was what many
Filipino workers called home
because legislation would not

allow them to own property at
the time, according to the Manilatown Web site.
The 45 remaining tenants of
the hotel were forcibly evicted
by San Francisco law enforcement so that owners could tear
down the building and build a
parking lot, Muriera said.
“I tell people I was socialized and politicized at San
Francisco State, and I see the
same thing happening here on
the campus of San Jose State,”
Muriera said. “I think it’s important for college students to
realize that a lot of the struggles
from the past, a lot of struggles
that we face now, happen to
all of us.”
Despite not having a large
audience at his presentation
from the college students he
was trying to reach, Muriera
was understanding.
“Coincidently, what’s happening this evening is the third
annual Filipino heritage night
game for the San Francisco Giants at AT&T Park,” Muriera
said. “They are expecting probably close to 8,000 Filipinos
to attend the game. So they’re
probably all there.”
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EARTH Celebration included Aztec dancers

Left to right, group leader David Vargas and Marta Lugo, a public health
graduate student, both members of the
Tezkatlipoka Aztec Dance and Drum
perform a dance routine as part of
the Earth Day celebration at Paseo de
Cesar Chavez Wednesday afternoon.
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily

Continued from page 1
a senior environmental studies major
who dressed up as the cartoon character. “Some environmentalists tend to
be more critical and condescending. I
want people to know they can still be
an environmentalist even if they don’t
know everything.”
At noon, some members from the
Environmental Resource Center and
the environmental club formed a large
circle in front of the Cesar Chavez
Monument to prepare for the anticipated Aztec dancers.
A crowd of more than 100 cheered
as four Aztec dancers, dressed in
elaborate costumes, stomped into
the circle to begin the first of their
two performances. Drums pounded
rhythmically by one performer had
many spectators nodding their heads
and stomping their feet.
“For others, this is a performance,”
said Cesar Salazar, a junior MexicanAmerican studies major. “For my family and I who are a part of the Nahuatl
language, it’s a spiritual ceremony. We
feel blessed by Mother Earth.”
“Nahuatl is the group of various languages spoken the Aztec people,” Salazar said.
One of the Aztec dancers was Marta
Lugo, an SJSU public health graduate
student who has been dancing with the
group for eight years.
“This was my first time dancing for
SJSU’s Earth Day,” Lugo said. “Each of
our dances is a sign of respect and honors an element. It’s nice to dance for the
students because it’s a good model for
those who want to get involved with
the earth in a positive way.”

Classifieds
HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
*One block to campus
*US & International students
*Safe, Friendly, Homelike
*Intercultural Experience
*Computer Lab/ Study Room
*Student Kitchen
*Wireless Internet Access
*Assigned Parking (fee)
*One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791

CAMPUS JOB FOR
FALL 2009!

SPARTAN DAILY DELIVERY
POSITION. Student needed
6:30am-8:30am,
MondayThursday on school days to
deliver Spartan Daily to campus newsstands. Must have
current driver’s license with
clean record and be able to
pass safe driving course requirement. Student must be
able to lift bundles of newspapers. Living on or near campus
and classes after 9:00am essential. Must be on time and
dependable. Apply: Spartan
Daily Business Ofﬁce Dwight
Bentel Hall Room 209, MonThur 10am-3:00pm. Training
will be completed before the
end of this semester.

STUDENT WORK (NEAR
SJSU) As featured in the Wall
Street Journal in August 2008.
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/ service
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu

TUTOR NEEDED

Beginning Visual Basic 2008
programming skills. Ability to
teach. 1-2 hours per week. On
Campus. $25/ hr. Ben (650)
533-8298

EXCITING
OPPORTUNITY
Part-Time Personal Assistant
to Silicon Valley entrepreneur,
South Fremont, private residence. Must have positive attitude, strive for excellence, be
detail oriented, and open to
learning. Approximately 15-25
hours a week to start, ﬂexible
times. Attractive compensation, $15-$20/ hour based on
experience. Send resume to
ksenff4@hotmail.com

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove
Virus Rental Trade Laptop &
Parts (408)469-5999

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces.
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.

A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.

MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily Classiﬁeds

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.

STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these
further contacts, they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons
for discount vacations or merchandise.

The group, who also had a table at
the event, offers free Aztec dancing and
drum lessons every Wednesday night at
the Roosevelt Community Center.
“I like that we have booths that bring
a spiritual approach to environmentalism,” said Joe Moreno, a junior behavioral science major and Environmental
Resource Center member. “It helps to
connect with nature as a whole.”
Many student organizations were
also present, such as Students for
Quality Education and the Hospitality, Recreation and Tourism Management Society.
“We wanted to be more community
service orientated,” said Barbara Pando,
a senior hospitality tourism and event
management major. “We do small
things like carpooling to our events to
support environmentalism.”
At 1:30 p.m., the Aztec dancers returned to perform their second dance,
but the crowd was about half the size
that it was earlier. By 2 p.m., many of the
vendors were cleaning up their tables.
“The event went amazingly,” said
Zachary Pallin, the Environmental
Resource Center’s assistant director.
“Next year we’re going to encourage
vendors to bring tents and also have all
the tables filled up.”
One student felt the event successfully delivered a powerful message.
“Earth Day is so important because there are not a lot of interesting
environmental classes, so this event is
a fun way to show people you don’t
have to take anything away from your
life to be sustainable,” said Sarah
Bronstein, a junior political science
major and Associated Student director of community and environmental
affairs. “I don’t feel I live lesser of a
lifestyle than a consumer.”

OPINION 9
Miss California’s Living with
media mishap mental illness
on the streets
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Staff Writer
Not since JonBenét Ramsey
was laid out on a slab have beauty
queens received as much media
attention as they have in the last
few days.
At the Miss USA beauty pageant last Sunday, celebrity blogger Perez Hilton asked Miss California, Carrie Prejean, a question
about gay marriage. The query
was if she thought all 50 states
should follow Iowa and Vermont
in legalizing gay marriage.
On live, prime-time television, Prejean responded, “We live
in a land where you can choose
same-sex marriage or opposite
marriage. And you know what? I
think in my country, in my family, I think that I believe that a
marriage should be between a
man and a woman. No offense
to anybody out there, but that’s
how I was raised.”
This answer probably lost her
the crown.
With Perez Hilton fanning the
fires of controversy (and upping
his own career and relevance in
the process), a media blitz has
ensued.
Perez has been on everything
from Larry King to CNN since
Monday, speaking out against
Miss California. He is shocked,
shocked, because some pretty
white girl doesn’t believe in gay
marriage.
The buzz on Fox News has
been that mean ol’ Perez unfairly
threw her a curveball question,
and she was so upset she foibled
her answer.
This isn’t true. Pageant judges
are supposed to ask questions
about relevant issues. For example, Miss North Carolina (the
winner, who will now safely fade
into obscurity) got a question
about taxpayer money going to
bailouts.
Furthermore, I don’t agree
with those people who say Prejean had balls for saying what she
believed, even though she knew

Barbie doll. Plus, if they actually win, beauty queens just end
up wearing their crowns for a
year as they spoon out mac and
cheese at shelters, while finishing
their degree in public relations or
broadcast.
Still, it’s funny when these
pageant girls are homophobic,
considering who does their hair,
makeup and picks out their
gowns. Guess who are the only
people who even watch beauty
pageants any more?
At any rate, Prejean is allowed
to have beliefs too, and I believe
her belief is stupid. But anyone is
allowed to hold whatever asinine
opinion they want.

Still, it’s funny when these pageant girls are
homophobic, considering who does their hair,
makeup and picks out their gowns. Guess
who are the only people who even watch
beauty pageants any more?
Miss California is in the majority, and the majority is wrong.
I can’t believe I’m agreeing
with the vile Perez Hilton, but
yeah, she should have given a
politically correct answer. That is
what Miss USA is about, pretty
girls who spout vague answers
about world peace while pretending that they aren’t being
judged entirely on how they look
in a bikini and heels.
Have we learned nothing from
the great cinematic triumph that
was “Miss Congeniality?”
Like Miss Rhode Island said,
“In a way America is like a ship,
and if we work together, that’s
when the ship can get safely
home.”
Now, that is a Miss USA
answer.
Oh, and why is everybody
acting so surprised here? Think
about Prejean’s background.
Anybody who would put their
kids through the head quackery
of pageants can’t be expected to
have anything but a conservative outlook. Most pageant girls
come from upper-middle-class
conservative families who have
enough dough to shell out for all
those poise classes and spangly
crap.
More liberal parents would
probably get their daughters into
extracurricular activities that
aren’t based on being a human

Basically, the reason Miss
California lost was because she
oozed hate from her pretty shell,
tripped all over herself, and didn’t
even answer the damn question.
So, she’s also not above being berated for it.
Finally, I think we should all
go back to the time when the only
relevance given to pageant winners was when they are caught
doing softcore porn or blow. We
can only hope that Prejean will
get caught doing bong hits with
Michael Phelps, her rumored
hook-up guy.
Don’t worry about Prejean,
though. She’ll turn out fine.
Conservative outlets have turned
her into a martyr, and she’s been
courting them, milking this debacle — for all its worth.
Perhaps she has a future as a
Fox News commentator. I’m sure
all those paunchy old men are
sick of watching Ann Coulter’s
Adam’s apple jiggle, they probably need some fresh meat.
But, Prejean, watch out for
your weave, girlfriend, because I
hear a big gay storm is coming. A
big gay storm.

Jessica Fromm is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

DID YOU KNOW...
A scene in the movie “Flubber” was filmed at SJSU? The conversation
between Robin Williams and Christopher McDonald in an empty
classroom was filmed at Washington Square Hall.

— FilmInAmerica.com

ANDREA FRAINIER

Guerrilla Wordfare
I exited the Montgomery
St. BART station and began
my trek to AT&T Park.
That’s when I saw her.
Dressed in soiled clothes,
she looked uneasy on her feet,
as she swayed back and forth
in place. She held a lit cigarette
in her left hand, and a rat in
the other.
I looked on in horror as she
carried a casual conversation
with her rodent friend, raising
it to her dirty face so she could
talk to it eye-to-eye.
The woman was obviously
homeless, and with the way
she talked to the rat, she probably suffered from a mental
illness.
According to a survey published by the U.S. Conference
of Mayors, 22 percent of the
homeless individuals surveyed
suffer from a mental illness.
Most homeless people who
suffer from a mental illness do
not need to be hospitalized,
according to a report by the
U.S. Department of Health
and Services. Instead, these
people are able to live in a supportive housing community.
Supportive housing provides affordable, permanent
residences for individuals and
families, along with a network
of services designed to end the
cycle of homelessness.
The Corporation for Supportive Housing is a prime
example of how this country
can put an end to homelessness. For almost two decades,
the organization has raised
money to build 23,000 housing units, which has ended
homelessness for more than
28,000 individuals, according
to its Web site.
This is a proven, cost-effective solution that can help put
an end to homelessness in the
U.S. Imagine that, an end to all
homelessness.
The only obstacle standing in the way? There aren’t
enough of these communities
out there.

Because of the recession,
towns and cities across the
country have seen a jump in
their homeless populations.
And because of the recession, towns and cities across
the country are looking for
ways to save money, which
translates into the cutting of
programs such as supportive
housing.
In Santa Clara County,
more than 7,000 individuals
live on the streets, according
to data compiled by the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development. That’s
a larger homeless population
than San Francisco, Oakland,
Chicago, Washington, D.C.,
Philadelphia and Seattle.

Sitting next to
San Jose’s $382
million City Hall
is a church that
doubles as a
temporary home
for a dozen or so
individuals who
once lived on the
streets.
San Jose may be the 10th
largest city in America, but
Silicon Valley is the home to
the ninth largest homeless
population, according to data
gathered by the department.
Sitting next to San Jose’s
$382 million City Hall is a
church that doubles as a temporary home for a dozen or so
individuals who once lived on
the streets.
Does that seem right? Was
it right for the city of San Jose
to pour hundreds of millions
of dollars into a glass structure
when that money could have
been used to better the quality of life for every person who
steps one foot into the city?
I’m ashamed to admit on
that San Francisco sidewalk, I
followed the example local and
national governments have set
— I ignored the problem and
just kept on walking.
Andrea Frainier is the
Spartan Daily opinion
editor. “Guerrilla Wordfare”
appears every Thursday.

The forgotten art of the pickup line
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she would be berated and lose
the crown for it.
No, she wasn’t brave for “going against the crowd,” because
as popular opinion dictates at
the polls, the majority of people
in California are against same
sex marriage. Miss California has
been defended in conservative
media, applauded for sharing her
personal beliefs on gay marriage,
brought up on a question that
was really about state policy.
Prejean said in her answer,
“We live in a land where you can
choose same-sex marriage or ... “
No, actually, not everybody has
the freedom to choose, and that
is the point.

ALLIE FIGURES

Figures It Out
“If I told you that you had a
beautiful body, would you hold
it against me?” One of my personal favorite pickup lines.
Or how about, “If I could rearrange the alphabet, I’d put U
and I together.”
Oh, the art of the cheesy
pickup line is becoming about as
extinct as Al Gore’s polar bears.
What happened to the creative approach — the ice breaker? No more do you hear about
falling from heaven or being a
dream come true.

It’s amusing to hear how my
father is a thief because he stole
the stars from the sky and put
them in my eyes.
Last week, I was walking
home from school and talking
on my cell phone. This guy, no
— boy, came up to me and only
said, “Hey you, girl.” Just that.
And being the approachable
girl that I am (not), I turn and
asked, “Did you need something?”
“No, I just wanted to talk to
you.”
I was annoyed, irritated and
fed up. Clearly he could not understand the obvious, and I decided to make it a little more evident. “In case you didn’t notice, I
am already on the phone.”
“I’m just trying to ‘conversate’
with you, girl.”
I’ve heard this one too many
times to count, which is weird
because the last time I checked
‘conversate’ is not a word. Here

is a hint: If you want to have a
conversation with someone, try
using real words.
“I am already in a conversation that you are rudely interrupting.” And with that, I was
called a bitch and he walked
away.
Would this situation have
been different if he approached
me with a line from a John
Mayer song? Probably not. But
maybe I would have been a little
nicer. But all I am griping about
is the lack of creativity or politeness in the way guys approach
girls these days.
Courtship is no longer an art.
It’s no longer a dance between
two people. Nothing I have
heard lately is enough to take my
breath away.
All us girls hear is the click
clicks of the tongue — like the
ones riders use to spur their
horses into a canter. Then there
is the “Aye, aye, aye yo girl,” said

with such urgency to stop you in
your tracks as if you were about
to step on a crack that would literally break your mother’s back.
As comedian Anjelah Johnson puts it so eloquently: “Aye
yo girl, aye yo girl! Purple shirt,
purple shirt! Let me talk to you
for a second.” Purple shirt? Oh
yes, we girls love to be referred
to by the color of our clothes,
perhaps to prevent confusion
lest you be talking to our friend
in the yellow shirt.
I want to meet the fortunate
guy successful with this approach. It must work on some
desperate dimwit of a girl, right?
Or else he would have moved on
to the next strategy for his quest
to find Ms. Right Now.
Ladies, heed my plea. Don’t
be the girl who gets swept off of
her feet by, “Hey, you got a man?
Let me holla at you real quick.”
People liked to be talked to, not
“hollered” at. And for future ref-

erence on this specific situation
— it doesn’t matter if you say
you have a man in your life, he
will still want to “holla” at you.
After being “hollered” at so
much, it is understandable why
girls these days are on the defense.
In my campaign for the return of chivalry, I ask for guys to
be a little less dense and a little
more polite and creative in their
approach. Try using that thing
resting on your neck and maybe
you might get that phone number or conversation you were so
desperately seeking.
Suddenly, “Let’s make like
a fabric softener and snuggle”
doesn’t sound so bad.
Allie Figures is a Spartan
Daily A&E editor. “Figures
It Out” appears every
Thursday.
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Dark chocolate: The stuff of which dreams are made

A & E Editor

Warning: This drink is not
meant to be taken lightly. This
drink is serious. But calling it just
a drink doesn’t do it any justice.
It’s like a love of a lifetime.
It is like nothing you have
ever dreamed of — but once
you’ve tasted it, it will be all you
dream about.
And yes, all of the intensity
for this drink is definitely necessary.
The Affogato is basically described as “the classic espresso
and gelato float,” but in my opinion, it’s more like a root beer
float on crack.
I would willingly bow in the
presence of Adam Roberts, the
guy behind the espresso bar at
Bijan Bakery who introduced
me to my newest addiction.
Adam, you had me at ice
cream.

I didn’t ask him how he specifically made it because it’s
like a magic trick that seems
less magical after its secret has
been revealed.
“Everyone here makes it differently,” he said. “I try to be creative and switch it up each time.
You never really know what you
are going to get.”
Adam and Forrest Gump,
you are on to something big.
Little did I know the Affogato
is more than just ice cream.
This blessing bestowed upon
us by God is a combination of
vanilla bean and French vanilla
ice creams, Ghirardelli dark
chocolate syrup, iced espresso and topped with whipped
cream — and more chocolate
sauce. A spoon is definitely
required.
“I tend to use a little more
espresso than usual and a ridiculous amount of whip cream,”
Adam said.
Just wait, my love for this
drink has not been appropriately

professed.
The Affogato throws you off
at first because it is difficult to
tell where exactly to begin this
trip for your taste buds.
Should I start at the top with
the towering whipped cream
drizzled with my dear chocolate,
or should I delve into the depths
straight to the ice cream, or
should I sip the espresso creeping up to the rim?
Yes, I thought about this way
too much.
I wanted it all — all at once.
I dug in and spooned the perfect mix of ice cream, espresso,
whip and chocolate on my
little spoon.
Just like the classic root beer
float, the espresso has this crystallizing effect on the ice cream
creating a perfect frosty treat for
a hot day.
Along with the warmer
weather comes the frequent and
loud whirl of the blender mixing frappuccinos, margaritas
and smoothies.

But what sets this espresso
drink apart from other similar
drinks is that it is not blended.
Bijan Bakery prefers to keep it
simple by layering the ingredients in the cup.
Layering instead of blending
allows for each ingredient to be a
star in the show.
Each spoonful is a surprise,
providing something new to
grace your taste buds.
After I ate off all of the chocolate drizzled whipped cream, I
thought that was it for the Ghirardelli sauce.
But hidden beneath the
whipped cream, Adam snuck
in a steady stream of chocolate
sauce.
How did Adam discover the
way to my heart?
I have decided this drink is
near perfection.
The only thing I would do to
make it reach utter perfection is
to add a single shot of Kahlua
liqueur in true “drink of the
week” fashion.

DRINK
OF THE

WEEK

AFFOGATO

BIJAN BAKERY & CAFE
170 S. MARKET STREET
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CD REVIEW: OH NO NOT STEREO’S ‘003’

Rock-ish band provides a decent and easily forgettable album
JUSTIN PERRY
Staff Writer

When I first picked up Oh No Not
Stereo’s latest album, “003,” I thought,
“Great, an overly pretentious version of
the band OK Go.”
When I read the liner notes and
found out that the band is made up of
only two musicians, I thought, “Even
better, an overly pretentious version of
OK Go with a side of wannabe White
Stripes.”
Fortunately, after listening to the
album, I was surprised to find out that

Oh No Not Stereo does not sound
overly pretentious, though they are
reminiscent of the two aforementioned
groups. They are a decent rock band.
The band’s sound has all the elements one would expect to hear in
a successful indie rock band: catchy
chord progressions and guitar riffs,
break downs, vocal harmony, punctuated screams, lazy drum beats, slight
seasonings of synthesizer sounds and
the occasional loopy organ riff.
Unfortunately, Oh No Not Stereo is
not a very exciting rock band.
Nothing about the band’s sound
sets them apart from the crowd. Some
bands are instantly recognizable — as

soon as you hear the first few notes of
their song, you know who they are. This
is not the case with Oh No Not Stereo.
In fact, the name is probably the
most memorable attribute, and even
that is kind of hard to remember.
The album is well produced. The recording is very clean, yet it has a warm
feel.
“003” is, despite the name of the
band, recorded in stereo, and the subtleties of the stereo mix do make the
songs interesting. This probably comes
from the experience of producer Neal
Avron, who has also worked with Fall
Out Boy and Yellowcard.
The album has a wide variety of

sounds. It starts out with a catchy, poppy tune, appropriately titled “Lets Get
It Started,” and moves through a good
mix of rock sounds, everything from
acoustic songs like “Can’t Trust Anyone” and “I Can’t Say” to the heavier
pop-punk songs like “Brothers” and
“This Friday Night.”
I was also impressed with some of
the vocal harmonies featured in some
songs, particularly “Get Over It.”
It is always nice to hear vocal harmonies in rock music, as it seems to be a
dying art form.
I also enjoyed the CD packaging.
The bright, stop sign-colored, minimalist cover is very eye catching, and the

inside of the package features a humorous close-up picture of a studio mixing
console with channels labeled as “rock,”
“suck,” “crying babies,” “drugs (Zima),”
etc. Of course, the “rock” fader is the
only one pushed up.
Although the band has a decent
sound and a good mix of styles, I definitely would not pay to see this band
live.
And I’m certainly not waiting with
bated breath for their next release. I’ll
probably just end up giving my copy of
“003” away.
But again, this is not because their
music is inherently bad, it just doesn’t
do anything for me.

